The Magic of Books: Why Reading Matters for 7-Year-Olds
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Slide 2: Why Reading is Essential
Reading is not just a subject; it's a life skill that underpins success in all areas. For a 7-year-old, it's the gateway to independence and knowledge.
	Reading is the foundation for...

	All School Subjects: Every lesson, from math word problems to science facts, relies on reading comprehension.

	A Bigger World: Books take children to new places, teach them about history, different cultures, and diverse experiences.

	Stronger Minds: It builds concentration, critical thinking, and memory skills.

	Emotional Growth: Reading about characters helps build empathy and emotional awareness.

	Excellent Communication: Regular reading significantly expands vocabulary and improves language skills.



Slide 3: Reading at School: The Learning Hub
Schools provide a structured, varied, and supportive environment for developing reading skills.
What Happens in School?
· Decoding & Fluency: Teachers guide students to move beyond sounding out every word to reading smoothly and with expression.
· Comprehension Skills: Using frameworks (like 'VIPERS'), students learn to ask: Vocabulary, Inference, Predicting, Explaining, Retrieval (finding facts), and Summarizing.
· Exposure to Diverse Texts: Children read a wide range of materials:
· Fiction (stories, novels, poetry)
· Non-fiction (informational texts)
· Different genres (fables, comics, chapter books)
· Reading Culture: Activities like:
· Whole Class Reading where the teacher models good reading.
· Dedicated Library Time to choose books and foster a love of reading.
· Reading Corners to make books accessible and inviting.

Slide 4: Reading at Home: The Joy Factor
The home environment is crucial for turning a reading skill into a reading habit and a source of pleasure.
Key Home Goals
· Make it Positive: Reading should not feel like a test or a chore. Offer praise and focus on effort, not just perfection.
· Make it a Habit: Set aside a specific, quiet time each day—even just 15-20 minutes—for reading. Bedtime is a great opportunity!
· Be a Reading Role Model: Let your child see you reading—newspapers, recipes, novels, or magazines. Show them that reading is something adults enjoy and use every day.
· Read to Them: Even if they can read independently, continue to read aloud to your 7-year-old. This exposes them to more complex vocabulary and story structures than they might tackle alone.

Slide 5: Fun Reading Activities at Home (Beyond the Reading Book)
Reading shouldn't be limited to school-assigned books. Fun activities help cement a love for books and literacy.
	Activity
	How it Helps

	Reading Clues Treasure Hunt
	Write out clues (simple instructions or riddles) for them to read to find a small prize. Builds purpose and comprehension.

	Character Interview
	After reading a chapter, pretend to interview a character. Ask: "How did you feel when...?" or "Why did you make that choice?" Encourages empathy and inference.

	Kitchen Reading
	Let them read recipe steps or ingredient labels while helping you cook. Shows reading is practical.

	Write a Review
	After finishing a book, have them write or dictate a 3-sentence review. Promotes critical thinking and summarizing.

	Word Games
	Play games like Junior Scrabble, Bananagrams, or even just "I Spy" with letter sounds. Boosts phonics and spelling awareness.



Slide 6: Partnership for Success
The strongest readers are supported by a great partnership between home and school.
	School Provides...
	Home Provides...

	Expert Instruction (Decoding, Comprehension)
	A Positive Attitude (Praise, Encouragement)

	Resources (Library, Diverse Books)
	Time & Consistency (Daily Reading Habit)

	Structure & Targets (Reading Schemes, Progress Checks)
	Fun & Choice (Letting them choose their own books/comics)


Remember: All reading counts! Whether it's a comic book, a non-fiction book about dinosaurs, or a chapter book, encourage their choice and curiosity.

Slide 7: Call to Action & Thank You
The Challenge: Read together for at least 15 minutes every day this week!
Takeaways:
1. Read Aloud: Keep reading to your child.
2. Ask Questions: Talk about the book to check understanding.
3. Make it Fun: Use games, recipes, and signs to make reading part of life.
Thank You!

